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; By DELIA 
i> and FERDINAND KUHN 
it Special to The Star 
:.. VIENTIANE, Laos.—‘Well, 
: the Communists haven't taken 
it over yet,’ remarked the 
‘Western diplomat. Using the 
‘measuring rod of cold war 
‘politics, he was saying, in ef- 
‘fect, “Laos is a howling suc- 
- cess.” : 
-. The -country has remained 
wide open to all the political 
‘winds that blow: winds from 
‘the anti-Communist West, from 
‘Russia and China and North 
; Viet Nam, from India and other 
+ “non-aligned” quarters. All 
« work on this little country with 


: embassies, agents, and endless | 


talk about the prospects of the 
: Laos experiment. There is not a 
: Single one of them except, per- 
‘haps, North Viet Nam which 
actively wants the Geneva-built 
. mechanism to break down, 

', Like .an old jalopy held to- 
‘gelhcr with paper clips and 
. String. the thing wheezes along. 
i Nohorly thought it could run for 
as long as two ‘years, as it has. 
‘ Almost everyone accepts it for 
‘want of a better one and for 
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This is the third of several reports on 
the Indo-China area of Southeast 
Asia by Mr. and Mrs. Kuhn, dis- 
tinguished - foreign correspondents 
who are on their eighth tour of 
the Far East, 

Cetin nate ate nae ae aan en 

watch an attempt to govern by 

‘a Coalition with Communists, an 

attempt .that is brave but fore- 

doomed in the long run, What 
ithe powers in Geneva wished on 
the country’ in 1962 was the 
troika formula, the same idea 
which the Russians once. tried 
to foist on'-the United Nations 
secretariat. The three political 
‘factions in Laos, Communists, 
neutralists and  anti-Commu- 
nists, which had been fighting 
one another, were told to bury 
their differences, sit down to- 
gether, and worl for the peace 

‘and welfare of the country and 

its two or three million people. 

Each faction in the coalition 

;was to hold -a veto over the 


‘other two, - 
- Communists Leave 


| Today the: cabinet table in 
j Vientiane is set for three, but 


- Meat of a worse one. But is tt aioMly two have come to it. for 


_, Success? .- 
._Here in the capital you can 


ea we, 
nent 


|more than a year, All but a 
jcouple of. minor. Communist 
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i“success.” Laon racks along 
a year ago. They say they arewwith little government, less 
isecurity and still less interna- 


afraid for their personal safety} 
tional conirol. Its people never 


here, and they have a_ point. 
Sor Cin ea Fort new whether they can safely 
“farm their fields, fish their 


i treams, hew their wood ana 


way of his Vientiane residence’ | 


with a bullet in his head a year 
ago. | 

The Government goes through ; 
the motions of governing withlagain proving unworkab! 
only two thirds of the troika. |international control of this type: 
But. the Communists who take |i.) asain shown to b : 
no part in-the decisions reject. °° o 2e 8 
them all as illegal. charade. 

Under the Geneva accord, the: The Communist-led Pathet 
troika formula applied also to Lao forces keep clear of the 
the three political armics, then Mckong valley, for fear that 


countryside. Each army was to Marines to Thail 
reduce itself to 10,000 men; they the river. The right-wing army 
would then integrate and to- keeps clear 
gether look after the security of part of Laos which borders Viet 
the country, ‘Nam, knowing from bitter ex- 
The anti-Communist force,’ ea aheae ne so-called Ho 
1 ‘ ‘ shi Minh Trail runni 
whose leader is a working that border is a sacred preserve 
member of the Government, of the North Vict Namese and 
today numbers between 50,000 their Viet Cong underlings, 
and 60,000. The .Communist-led ‘Those are the built-in restraints 
Pathet Lao force, reinforced by’ and vetoes that operate in Laos, 


permanent cadres. and. ocea- teh 
sional battalions of North Viet ren ri ead the ones laid 


Namese, is estimated at 18,090". mo tk 

‘men. The neutralist: army. ‘of; oleae : relat peorayy fe 
some 10,000 - commanded: Mother parts of Southeast Asia. 
the popular ex. aineds| ne hears suggestions that it 
Kone ie whe has ‘breeen sak, might be applicd in South Viet 
‘tho Pathet Lao but has ‘still not; Nam. There would be an official 
‘merged his men with the-right-j Withdrawal of outsice forces, a 
Iwing forces, Each ‘of. the’ threes Calition government, and in- 
armics has staked’ out a-rough{ ternational supervision. Perhaps 
claim to territory.’ But’ the, Hothing better was possible in| 
;Communists repeatedly nibble|the Laos of 1962, But if anyone | 
.at the others’ preserves, trying |i Paris or Washington thinks a 
to keop them off balance. ft is], ¥29S-type settlement would 
hardly a formula for security ory aes 1O Viet Nam in] 
peace, 


,and judge for himself. . 


. Restraining Effect 
To watch over the Geneva! alert and proud. . . 
accord, and to investigate and)“ °° “7 7 
report: any vidlations, the pow- 
ers at Geneva installed still a ; 
third troika. The International! 
Control Commission using field’ 
teams of Canadian, Indian and 
Polish officers, has been a very’ 
model of discord, delay and: 
paralysis. The hest one can say. 
for the Comimission fs that its’ 
uniis stationed in Various parts 
of Laos may have had a re- : : 
straining effect, on violence...‘ : 
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harassing one another and the they will again bring American|_ 
and just across |‘ 


ng along}. 
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ministers quit the capital for af Such is the nature of the’ 


carry their crops to market; | : 
Coalition with Cornamunists ig) 


at 


of the easternmost): | 


1964, let him come here'to Laos, - 


‘| Tomorrow: Aid staff in Laos sé 


